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the work of Jesus. The Church is everybody's affair ?
not the privilege of an aristocracy. The pietist aris-
tocracy of the Phrygian sects, the speculative aris-
tocracy of the Gnostics, must alike submit to the
rejection of their claims.

In the midst of the enormous variety of opinions
of which the first Christian century is full, a fixed
point thus constitutes itself, the opinion of Catho-
licity. To convict the heretic, it is not necessary to
argue with him. It is enough to prove to him that
he is not in communion with the Catholic Church,
with the great Churches which can show an undis-
puted succession of bishops from the apostles.1 Quod
semper quod ubique becomes the absolute rule of truth.
The argument of prescription, to which Tertullian is
afterwards to give so eloquent a force, sums up all
the Catholic controversy. To prove to any one that
he is an innovator, a late comer in theology, is to
prove that he is wrong. An insufficient rule, after
all: for, by a singular irony of fate, the very doctor
who, in so imperious a way, drew out this method
of refutation, himself died a heretic.

1 Iren. iii. iv. 1.    Tertull. Prasscr. 3G.